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Discouragement

« « The devil decided to have a garage sale. Ono the day of sale, his tools were placed for public inspection,
cach being marked with its sale price. There were a treacherous lot of implements: hatred, envy, jealousy,
deceit, lust, lying, pride, and so on.

« « Set apart from the rest was a harmless-looking tool. It was quite worn and yet priced very high.

« « "What 1s the name of this tool?" asked one of the customers, pointing to it.

« « "That 13 discouragement," Satan replied.

« « "Why have you priced it so high?"

« = "Because 1t 1s more useful to me than the others. I can pry open and get inside a man's heart with that, even|
when I cannot get near him with the other tools. It 1s badly worn because I use 1t on almost everyone, since so
few people know 1t belongs to me."

« « The devil's price for discouragement was high because it 1s still his favorite tool, and he 1s still using it o
(God's people.

Endurance

« + Several years ago a man reported his observations of the effects of a hurricane on a southeastern Gulfj
Coast town. As he walked up and down the ravaged streets, he observed that the palm trees had been uprooted
and flung about. Once tall and majestic, their root systems were too shallow to withstand the hurricane force
winds. But as he proceeded, he came upon a lone oak tree. The leaves had been blown away and some of the]
smaller branches ripped off, but the roots had gone deep, and the tree held its position. And in due season it
would again produce leaves.

« + So it 1s with us. If we are to endure in times of great stress and difficulty, we must beforechand have puf
down a depth of character that will sustain the blows of the trial.

Endurance




+ « 7 QOur men were not braver than the enemy. They were brave five minutes longer.” —attributed to Lordl
Wellington after the great victory won over Napoleon at Waterloo.
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Forgetting and Forgiveness

« + A friend of Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, once reminded her of an especially cruel
thing that had been done to her years before. But Miss Barton seemed not to recall it. "Don't you remember it?"
her friend asked.

+ + "No," Came the reply, "I distinctly remember forgetting it."

« + You can't be free and happy if you harbor grudges, so put them away. Get rid of them. Collect postage
stamps, or collect coins, if you wish-but don't collect grudges.




Forgetting and Forgiveness

« + A man who was telling his friend about an argument he'd had with his wife commented, "Oh, how I hate
it, every time we have an argument, she gets historical.”

+ + The friend replied, "You mean hysterical. }

« + "No," he insisted. "I mean historical. Every time we argue she drags up everything from the past and holds
it against me!"
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Cheating

-+ The Baltimore Orioles of 1894~96 was the best team that baseball had seen up to that time, and also the




craftiest. One of Baltimore's favorite tricks was to plant a few extra baseballs in strategic spots in the tall
outfield grass. Any balls hit into that area that looked as if they would go for extra bases were miraculously hel
to singles.

+ + One day, however, an opposing batter drove a ball to left-center field, where one of those balls had bee
hidden. The left fielder picked up the hidden ball and threw it in. The center fielder, not seeing what his
teammate did, picked up the hit ball and threw it in. The umpire, seeing two balls coming into second base,
called time and then awarded the game to the visiting team by forfeit.

Deceit

« « A humorist told the story of a driver who put a note under the windshield wiper of a parked car. It read: "]
have just smashed into your car. The people who saw the accident are watching me. They think I'm writing
down my name and address. I'm not. Good luck."

Deceit

« « A little boy was lost during the Christmas shopping rush.

« « He was standing in an aisle of the busy department store crying, "I want my mommy." People passing by
kept giving the unhappy youngster nickels and dimes to cheer him up.

« « FHinally a floorwalker came over to him and said, "I know where your mommy 1s, son."

« « The little boy looked up with his tear-drenched eyes and said, "So do I...just keep quiet!"

Deceit

« « In some resort towns 1n Arizona, it 1s the practice of various hotels or motels to spray-paint the grass greenf
in the winter to lure tourists to what looks like a lust vacation spot. The problem is that the first spring rains
wash the paint into the gutters, revealing how false was the image of the picture-perfect lawns.

« « That's the essence of hypocrisy-pretending to be what we are not.

Deception
« « The story has been told of a woman who had acquired wealth and social prominence and decided to have aj

book written about her genealogy. The well-known author she engaged for the assignment discovered that one
of her grandfathers was a murderer who had been electrocuted in Sing Sing. When he said this would have to be]

included in the book, the woman pleaded that he find a way of saying it that would hide the truth.




« +» When the book appeared, the incident read as follows: "One of her grandfathers occupied the chair odfl
applied electricity in one of America's best-known institutions. He was very much attached to his position an
literally died 1n the harness.

Deception

« « Several years ago on the Saturday Evening Post cover was a painting by Norman Rockwell that showed aj
woman buying a Thanksgiving turkey. The turkey was on the scales and the butcher was standing behind thel
counter. The customer, a lady of about sixty, stood watching the weigh-1n. Each had a pleased look, but a quick
olance at the painting shows nothing unusual going on.

« « Then we look closely at the entire cover. Rockwell has shown us their hands. The butcher 1s pressing]
down on the scales with a thumb while the woman 1s pushing up with a finger. Both would resent being calledj
thieves, but neither saw anything wrong with a little deception.
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Complaining

« -+ The next time you feel like complaining, remember that your garbage disposal probably eats better than 30§
percent of the world's population does.

Complaining

« « The story 1s told of a Christian who was reduced to such poverty that he had only one pair of shoes, with
the soles worn through and his toes sticking out. Depressed and discouraged, he walked down the street
mumbling to himself: "I might as well be barefooted as to wear these miserable, uncomfortable shoes." As hel
felt himself becoming more and more bitter, he came upon a man sitting on the sidewalk and begging. The poor
fellow had no legs. After a moment, the discouraged Christian realized that there was something worse than|
having old shoes-having no feet upon which to wear the shoes.

« « Are you complaining? Think how much worse things could be.

Contentment

« « Two little teardrops were floating down the river of life. One teardrop asked the other, "Who are you?"

« « "T'am a teardrop from a girl who loved a man and lost him. But who are you?"

+ « The first teardrop replied, "I am a teardrop from the girl who got him."

« - Life 13 like that. We cry over the things we can't have, but we might cry twice as hard if we had received
them. Paul had the right idea when he said, "...I have learned the secret of being content in any and everyl
situation..." (Phil. 4:12).

Contentment

« + A little Swiss watch had been made with the smallest of parts and great skill. Yet 1t was dissatisfied withj
its restricted sphere of influence on a lady's wrist. It envied the position of the great tower clock on the city hall.
One day as it passed with 1ts owner by the city hall, the tiny watch exclaimed, "I wish I could go way up there! ]
could then serve many instead of just one." Now it so happened that its owner was in a position with the city

that gave her access to the tower clock, so she said, "You shall have your opportunity, little watch."

- - The next day, a slender thread was let down from the tower and the little watch was tied to it. Slowly and]




carefully, the watch was pulled up the side of the tower, rising higher and higher each moment. Of course, whenl
it reached the top, it was completely lost to view. In this dramatic way, the watch learned that its elevation had
effected its annihilation!

« + Pray the you too may not lose the small influence you now have for Christ by coveting something largeq
for which you are not equipped, and which God constantly refuses you in his love. Learn to be content.

Contentment

« « A story 1s told of a king who was suffering from a mysterious malady and was advised by his astrologer]
that he would be cured if the shirt of a contented man was brought for him to wear. People went out to all parts
of the kingdom looking for such a person, and after a long search they found a man who was really happy. But
he did not even possess a shirt.
Contentment

« « A Puritan sat down to his meal and found that he had only a little bread and some water. His response was
to exclaim, "What? All this and Jesus Christ, too!"
Contentment 1s found when we have a correct perspective on life.
Covetousness

« « A father was walking down the street with his two small sons, both of whom were cry loudly, A neighbor
passing by inquired, "What's the matter? Why all the fuss?" The father responded, "The trouble with these lads
1s what's wrong with the world. One has a piece of candy and the other wants 1t!"

Covetousness

+ The trouble with this world 1s that too many people try to go through life with a catcher's mitt on both|
hands.

Covetousness

- The story 1s told of an elderly Quaker who, to teach his neighbors a lesson, put up a sign on a vacant piece]
of property he owned that read, "I will give this lot to anyone who 1s really satisfied."

A wealthy farmer read it as he rode by and said to himself, "Since my Quaker friend 1s going to give this piece]




of land away, I might as well have it as anyone else. I am rich and have all I need, so I am well able to qualify."
He went up to the Quaker's door and, when the aged man appeared, the farmer explained why he had come.

« « "And art thou really satisfied?" asked the owner of the lot.

« « "[surely am," was the farmer's reply. "I have all I need, and I am well satisfied."

« « "Friend," said the other, "if thou art satisfied, then what dost thou want with my lot?" The questionj
revealed the covetousness that was hidden in the man's heart.
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